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THE
HUNGRY
FUNGUS

BY MS. SHALINI 



The black fungus “Cladosporium
sphaerospermum”, found in Chernobyl, shows

how life can adapt to harsh conditions. It’s
ability to use radiation for energy could help

clean up contaminated sites and support space
missions, demonstrating nature's resilience and

potential for new solutions.

A fungus observed inside Chernobyl is a radiation
extremophile that could inspire new technology.

Removing radiation and even turning it into
energy could help to clean disaster sites and

enable spaceflight.
The fungi use high amounts of melanin to both

resist radiation and turn it into energy.
How can this fungus process radiation in this

way?

Because it has tons of very dark melanin pigment
that absorbs radiation and processes it in a

harmless way to produce energy. Scientists believe
this mechanism could be used to make

biomimicking substances that both block radiation
from penetrating and turn it into a renewable

energy source. 20
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Savior to NASA:
The researchers said that the

experiment demonstrated “that the
fungus not only adapts to, but thrives

on, and shields against space
radiation.” They noted that since the

fungus reproduces itself in high-
radiation environments, small amounts
could be transported to space and then

grown in large amounts.

NASA warns that space travelers
spending long periods in places like the

moon or Mars will face high levels of
harmful radiation.

The researchers say the melanin-
containing fungus that thrives in
Chernobyl could be used to create

protective shields for future astronauts.



22



23



24



25



26



27



28



29



30



31



32



33



34



35



BY MARIYAM
36



37



"The Art of War," accredited to the ancient Chinese
military strategist Sun Tzu, is a classic book on strategy,
tactics, and warfare. Written in the 5th century BCE, it
emphasizes the importance of adaptability, deception,

and understanding both oneself and the enemy. The
book is structured into 13 chapters, each addressing

different aspects of conflict, such as planning,
leadership, and terrain. While primarily focused on
military strategy, its principles have been applied to

various fields, including business, sports, and personal
development, making it a timeless guide for achieving

success through strategic thinking.

We as students can learn the importance of planning
and foresight in any endeavor, whether it's academics,
sports, or future careers. The book stresses the need to

be flexible and adjust tactics based on changing
circumstances and challenges. The author gives us

insight into the significance of knowing both oneself and
one’s competitors to gain an advantage. It gives us

lessons on effective leadership, including the
importance of communication and decisiveness,

strategies for addressing conflicts constructively, and
finding solutions without further escalation of the

problem. We need to know the value of understanding
the right moment to act or withdraw and emphasizing

the value of timing in decision-making. I believe the core
point of this book is that wisdom, strategy, and

understanding are essential for overcoming challenges,
whether in warfare or in life.
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